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The Mission-oriented
research and innovation approach

« Missions provide a solution, an opportunity, and 
an approach to address the numerous challenges  
that people face in their daily lives ». 

“The solution is then reached by stimulating multiple
sectors and multiple forms of cross-actor
collaborations to work to address those problems
using the entire research and innovation value chain,
from fundamental research to applied research and
cutting-edge innovation.

Professor Mariana Mazzucato
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Cancer Mission Board report

Recommendation 9: Achieve Health Equity in the EU 
across the continuum of the disease

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1

Policy support to improve access to 
health promotion, effective RTW 

policies, mental health …asserting the 
right to be forgotten

Cancer Mission Board report

Recommendation 13: Transform cancer culture, 
communication and capacity building

Europeans still hold on to traditional
views and data on cancer, reflected in 
stigmatisation and discrimination of 

patients and survivors

https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/d0235612-b68a-11ea-bb7a-01aa75ed71a1
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Cancer Mission Board report

Recommendation 7: Develop an EU-wide research programme 
and policy support to improve the quality of life of cancer 

patients and survivors,  family members and  carers,  and  all  
persons with an increased risk of cancer

Cancer Mission Board report

Recommendation 11: Create a European Cancer Patient 
Digital Center where cancer patients and survivors.

It is therefore recommended that countries be
supported to develop and implement policies and
strategies to help cancer survivors assert the ‘right
to be forgotten’, counteract discrimination and
strengthen the legal position of individuals with a
family history of cancer, cancer patients, survivors
and carers

For survivors and their families, the
ECPDC will also be a global point of
contact, offering guidance and
support on returning to work,
addressing financial issues and
asserting survivors’ rights
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Cancer Mission Board report

Recommendation 11: Childhood cancers and cancers 
in AYA: cure more and cure better

Discrimination of survivors
when taking out insurance or 
mortgage or applying for a job 

must be banned

Cancer Mission Board report

Citizens’ feedback 

An EU-based platform should collect
and share promotional materials and 
comprehensive information to 
support patients, family members
and the wider public.

For cancer survivors, support to return to an
active and normal life has priority, including
reintegrating to work,
adapted or not, access to insurances and
other financial products and economic
support to guarantee the basic need as good
living conditions.
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European Commission
Two initiatives to fight Cancer Launched in 2021

BECA  Committee

European Parliament resolution on strengthening

Europe in the fight against cancer February 2022 

DG RTD:  Horizon Europe Missions

Implementation Plan September 2021
DG Santé: Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan

February 2021
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Cancer Mission
Implementation Plan

Competitive Calls

Portfolio approaches
For Pediatric Cancers

New Networks
New Synergies

Surveys
Think Tanks
Workshops
Webinars
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Cancer Mission: 
Work Programme 2021-2023 

Develop and validate a set of quality of life 

measures for cancer patients and survivors

HORIZON-MISS-2021-CANCER-02-02 

Preparing UNCAN.eu, a European initiative to 

understand cancer

HORIZON-MISS-2021-UNCAN-01-01 

Better understand healthy versus cancer cells 

at individual and population level

HORIZON-MISS-2021-CANCER-02-03

Develop new methods and technologies for 

screening and early detection

HORIZON-MISS-2021-CANCER-02-01

Overall approach

• Apply mission-guiding principles

• Develop mission projects clusters 

• Synergies with Europe’s Beating 

Cancer Plan 

• Total budget 2021-2023: € 365 M*

Improving and upscaling primary prevention 

of cancer through implementation research 

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-01

Pragmatic clinical trials to optimise treatment 

for cancer patients with refractory cancers

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-03

Strengthen research capacities of 

comprehensive cancer infrastructures

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-02

Towards the creation of a European Cancer 

Patient Digital Centre

HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-04

Creation of national cancer mission hubs to support the implementation of the 

Mission on Cancer - HORIZON-MISS-2022-CANCER-01-05

Addressing poorly-understood tumour-host 

interactions to enhance immune system-

centred treatment and care interventions in 

childhood, adolescent, adult and elderly 

cancer patients

HORIZON-MISS-2023-CANCER-01-01

Pragmatic clinical trials of minimally invasive 

diagnostics

HORIZON-MISS-2023-CANCER-01-03

Enhance primary cancer prevention through 

sustainable behavioural change

HORIZON-MISS-2023-CANCER-01-02

Establish best practices and tools to improve 

the quality of life for childhood cancer 

patients, survivors and their families in 

European regions

HORIZON-MISS-2023-CANCER-01-04

Goal: Improve the lives of more than 3 million people by 

2030, through prevention, cure and for those affected by cancer 

including their families, to live longer and better.
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Workshops with young cancer survivors 2023

Understanding and managing late-effects in AYA:

➢ Support long-term clinical studies to better characterise late-

effects in AYAs; 

➢ Support research to predict the occurrence or relapse of late 

effects; 

➢ Support research on fertility issues, including its 

psychosocial dimension;

➢ Support research to develop effective approaches to for the 

management of late-effects;

➢ Develop targeted education on late-effects for both 

healthcare workers and patients;

Provision of AYA care:

➢ Late-effects units should be available in hospitals or cancer 

care facilities throughout the EU. 

➢ AYAs should be followed by multidisciplinary teams 

throughout the cancer continuum, both as patients and as 

survivors;

➢ Improve health data portability

➢ Support implementation of “Right to be Forgotten” in all EU 

Member States; 

Main recommendations:
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• Helping align national/regional cancer R&I programmes and national cancer plans 
towards EU priorities

• Bringing stakeholders and citizens together for regular engagement in cancer 
related activities and foster policy dialogues on cancer prevention and control 

• Facilitating cooperation between Research & Innovation and Health Ministries to 
enhance meaningful outcomes for citizens

• Providing a network for long-term collaboration on the Cancer Mission and 
Europe’s Beating Cancer Plan and national initiatives

• Facilitating peer-learning and sharing of best practice

Network of National Cancer Mission Hubs  
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#EUmissions

#HorizonEU

#MissionCancer

RTD-SANTE-CANCER-MISSION@ec.europa.eu

mailto:RTD-SANTE-CANCER-MISSION@ec.europa.eu
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